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duly elected, they did no more han renew 
their former Declaration of the Incapa- 


eity of Mr. Wilkes, which Incapacity 5 
mult be conſidered as a Part of his Ex» 
poulfion, bring neceſſary to render his Ex · 
pulſion effectual; but, by declaring the 
Election null and void, they would have ; 
run into a manifeſt contradiction and Ab- 8 
fiurdity. For, either Mr. Wilkes was Ca- ; 
padle of fitting, or not capable—if capable, 5 
Why ſhould he not ſit ? —if not capable, 
what pretence could there be for-rejeting 


the Perſon who had the next Majority of- 


Votes? But, beſides the abſurdity, there 

would: have been a manifeſt Injuſtice in 
this Conduct, it would have been the 

very Injuſtice now ſo loudly complained 


of —For it would have been depriving - i 
all thoſe Freeholders of Middleſex wo 
had voted for Colonel Lutterell of THe, | 


| juſt Rights. — What could have been a i 


more flagrant U ſurpation upon the Rights 


of Freeholders than the rejecting all thoſe 
Votes, without the leaſt Pretence or 


reaſon in the World? — And, refuſing to 


Amit any Reprelemutive of the firſt 


l 


cf the Freeholders preſent at Brentfori 


kent Pamphlet, Th Caſe of the Middleſex: 
Zlaction can/ideved,, chat it will be ſuper- 


County i in Kane bockaſe ts Mine ; 


hoſe to declare they would: not be x 1 1 
en at wad „ | 
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But Fas it „ ou be tüd, 8 Be 1 


wlution of the Houſe of: Commons _ 
cannot ſuperſede an Act of Parliament. 


This Argument has been ſo well ſtated. f 
and ſo fully confuted, in a late excel- 


gudus for me to enter into it — For the⸗ 
fame Reaſon I have not examined prece - 


| dents; I deſigned theſe few ſheets as an 
Appeal only to the common ſenſe of | 
Mankind — I have not the Honour 1 


che ſmalleſt Connection with the preſent 
Miniſtry, or any of the contending, 
Parties, and 1 ſhould be very- forrp 
if I had. I live too remote from che 
ſcene of action, and am too ignorant 0 


La and Politics to argue from any Prin- 


ciples but thoſe of the plaineſt common 


TIO * am ſenſible "ORR, is 
more 
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But with regard to the Aurhority of an 
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Act df Parliament, that would prove 
that the Houſe of Commons ought td 
have admitted Mr. Wilkes, not -that 
bought to have declared the Election 


null and void — and, aceording to the 


Spurt of the Law, it it we 
Force againſt their ex 
| except fer a new Offence — and this 
reduces us to the former Abſurdity of de- 
nying the Power of the Houſe of Com- 
mons to expell their Members Either, 
cherefore, this Act of Parliament is mif- 
quoted and miſapplied, or a Refolutiom 
of the Houſe of Commons, it ſome 
Caſes, may ſuſpend the Execution of af 
Act of Parliament; or the Houſe of 
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Commons cannot have the Fower of 'ex= © 
Pelling their Members. e T ing We T 
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inmemorial Cuſtom or Common Law. 


| Statutes muſt be either detlaratory of 
| the Common Law, or Femedial of ome. 


defedts therein bey cannot repeal or © 


annul it. In ſome Caſes the Common 8 
| Law bas reſerved to itſelf the FIN: ; 


© i & Ads 4 eee 


1 0 Tels not - AE Di 


liament, that we poſſeſs theſe -ineftimable 


_ Bleſſings of Trial by" Jury, and Repre- 


ſentation in the Houſe of Commons —= 
Nor is it by authority of Af of Par- 
liament that Lands deſcend by Inheri- 


| tance —Tlat the: forms of acquiring 


and transferring Property ars valid 
that Contracts are Obligatory— That 
Civil Injuries bave their reſpecłlive Re- 


 medies—That the ſeveral ſpecies of Tem. 


oral Offences are puniſhed in a certain 
Manner and Degree.—It is not by 
Virrue of any AR of the Le ly 

— | 


- thority that made ir, but by the original 
and immutable Conſtitution of our 
Sovernment, that we poſſeſs theſe fun- 
damental Bleflings, which we can never 
too highly value, or be too zealous to 
preſerve —And there cannot be a ſtronger 
proof of the bad Principles of any ſet of 
Men: than their endeavouring to under- 
value and undermine the Authority of ihe 
Common Law. It is from this Autho- 


rity that all particular bodies of Men claim 
2 Right to certain Immunities —From 
hence are derived the Prerogative « of the 
Crown, and the Privileges of both Houſes 
of Parliament — Upon this depend all 
the Rights of Corporations, Cuſtoms of 
Manors, and all the Authority and -Juriſ- 
dition of Courts of Law, of | Ectle- - 
ſiaſtical Courts, of Courts Martial, and 
Courts of Admiralty. —— Theſe Pri- 
vileges have never been queſtioned * 
and God forbid we ſhould begin 
with controverting the Authority . of 
that Part of the Common Law, which 
os "Bok, >; + © nin 
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BM 8 all depend upon this, but ought carefully P. 
1 to be diſtinguiſhed Wi it.— The Caſe i ß th 
| - General — The Alteration. of Circum: . ſtr 
| ſtances does not 1 . pl 
_ . Juſtice and the * 
4 liame e N pk 
. „ N de 
—_ Let all n men n employ heir cogleſt Re 
EE: fon and moſt candid. Impartiality i in exa · Pre 
5 maiaining into Matters of Fact, in — © car 
N Principles; but, having choſe them, let lift 
"Ex: LN them act with Vigour, Warmth, and 
= : _ Reſolution in Support of them — If they 
4 8 think Mr. Wilkes a man of excellent 
2 harakter, both i in Publick and Private 
does e 
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Private as well: as. Public 
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think him a” bad maß, b 
ſtrument for the public Ge 

. ploy him to theſe Pu 

conſider how very. d 

ploy a bad Inftrumentin the molf 
defigns. —If they only engage in his 

uſe they think him ini 
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on the other Hand, if the 
has only incur'd the uſt 
of his Crimes, let them 
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Power to prevent his receiving FR In- 


ter poſiti ition of Royal Mercy — and let 


- them remember, how much it is the 
Duty of every Man, living under a 


free Government, to ſupport the Exe. 


cution of Juſtice, the Veneration due to 


the M agiſtrate, and the Authority of 


0 Law,—If they think he hath not been pu- 


niſbed as his Crimes deſerve, let them 


do all they can to make him feel the 


Severity of Juſtice, that popular Cla. 


mour may. not protect Criminals, and 
that future Offenders Ay be deter'd * 
bis Exam * 


"Sh Opinion they « may have. of 


1 Mr. Wilkes, let them act agreeably to it, 


joining Temper and Moderation with 
Zeal and F irmneſs — But let them not 
oppoſe the ancient Principles of the Con- 
ſtitution, and the fundamental Law of 


Parliament. 


- Tet He: know, and” be aſfurtd, 
that the Privileges of the Houſe of 
Commons are too facred to be vio- 
lated 
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ted; 3 for upon theſe Privileges all | 
our Laws and Liberties depend. 
Whatever be the Fate of particular 


Perſons, Houſes, and Families, let the No 
Liberties of Great-Britain be immortal · 


F — And, amidſt all the C 'orruption and 
| Madneſs of the preſent Times, let us ad- N 
8 here to the Reſolution of the Old Part, 1 = 
| — Nolumus teges Angle Mutare 5, : "ma 
4 The whole Reaſoning upon this ſub- Ys | 
je& may be reduced to this — If the „ 
h 'Houſe of Commons have at Power | of | ” 
expelling their Members, t 1 . 
7 have a Power of rendering that Expul- 8 . 
f fion effectual — otherwiſe they have a MELEE 
4 Power, and no Power, at the ſame time 1 
X — that Expulſion cannot be rendered 5 
£ effectual, unleſs. the. Member is W 8 7 N 1 
f the Nation at large, _ + particularly; his 2 4 
8 former Conſtituents are obliged n 1 
J. notice oh if. in . 
* H therefore they re elect the diſqua - 
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£55 Votes — and declare, by an Act as ex- 
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reſſivg' a any Words, that they will not 
in Parliament — But, i 
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Flectors! is of a different 


— kt 


og at Votes for a Perſon capable 
3 of "fires 8, though he was a Freeholder 
: By or the pry of York, and eleven 
| ates” nine hundred ind niney-nine 
Frecholders voted for the former diſ- 
qualified 1 Member - — He certainly ought 
pot to be deprived, of his Right, . - 
cauſe they. madly thrown away theirs — 


bs one righteous Man be found in the 
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_ Gy, it f ſhall, be ſaved for 76. 


I ſhall only add, that if the Hduſe of 
Commons have erred in this important 
| Detifion, they have erred on the 
the People—for no Man doubts, that, if 
Mr. Wilkes had been excluded by Act 
of Parliament, Colonel Lutterell muff 
have been declared duly elected But 
the People would have had no more 
are in that Excluſion than in this. — 
—The 
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3 of Commons, WhO would not 
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1 n_the Aſſiſtance of other Branches 
ture, when that Ex: le 
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5 would have been prejudicial to our uſt 
ſor, but. our Preſervation and Safety — 2 
for Mr. Wilkes would have f. uffered as 


ſeverely by. the other Me thod, and it 
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would have been a ftill greater Infamy 
meet with a very ungrateful 
Return, if, inſtead of Praiſe and Grati · 
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